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Agenda Item 132 

Contingency fund: consolidated statement of programme budget implications and 
revised estimates (A/C.5/69/16) 

Oral report of the Chairman of the  
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

18 December 2014 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

1. I am pleased to present the Advisory Committee’s oral report on this agenda item. As 
the Committee will not be presenting a written report on this item due to time constraints, let 
me take this opportunity to set out in some detail the Committee’s observations and 
conclusions. 

2. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has considered 
an advance version of the report of the Secretary-General on the Contingency fund: 
consolidated statement of programme budget implications and revised estimates 
(A/C.5/69/16). During its consideration of the report, the Advisory Committee met with 
representatives of the Secretary-General, who provided additional information and 
clarification. 

3. The Advisory Committee recalls that in its resolution 67/248, the General Assembly 
decided that the level of the contingency fund for the biennium 2014-2015 should be set at 
0.75 per cent of the overall level of resources, or $40,445,043, within which additional 
requirements would be accommodated. The Secretary-General indicates in his report that the 
available balance of the fund for 2014-2015, subsequent to the additional charges amounting 
to $8,502,000 approved at the sixty-eighth resumed session and the sixty-ninth main session of 
the General Assembly, is $13,836,000. The Advisory Committee was informed upon enquiry 
that such additional charges approved by the General Assembly relate to: (i) Revised 
estimates, under Section 22, Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia and Section 
33, Construction, alteration, improvement and major maintenance (A/RES/68/247B); (ii) 
Strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system 
(A/RES/68/268); (iii) Third International Conference on Financing for Development 
(A/RES/68/279); and (iv) Programme of activities for the implementation of the International 
Decade for People of African Descent (A/RES/69/16). According to the Secretary-General, 
potential new charges to the fund amounting to $25,422,100 exceed the remaining balance of 
the contingency fund by $11,586,100.  

4. The Advisory Committee was informed upon enquiry that revised estimates and 
programme budget implications that would give rise to additional resource requirements (not 
included in the proposed programme budget) are generally proposed by the Secretary-General 
as a charge to the contingency fund in accordance with resolutions 41/213 and 42/211. The 
Committee was further informed that considering the magnitude of resources proposed ($28.4 
million) in the context of the Strategic Heritage Plan, the Secretary-General decided to request 
for additional appropriation outside the provisions of the contingency fund. 
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5. The Secretary-General indicates the amounts proposed for absorption out of the 
additional requirements resulting from new and expanded mandates in paragraph 4 of his 
report. An amount of $352,400  has been identified for absorption in the context of the 
operational arrangements and conditions of service of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/C.5/68/13); an amount of $5,400 in the context of 
the revised estimates resulting from resolutions and decisions adopted by the ECOSOC during 
its 2014 session (A/69/535); and an amount of $881,800 in the context of the Secretary-
General’s reports on the revised estimates resulting from resolutions and decisions adopted by 
the Human Rights Council at its twenty-second to twenty-seventh sessions and its twenty-first 
and twenty-second special sessions (A/69/615 and A/68/634). The Secretary-General also 
indicates that while reviewing the financial implications arising from the adoption of various 
draft resolutions by the Main Committees of the General Assembly, as reflected in oral 
statements issued to the respective Committees, the amount of $502,400 has been identified 
for absorption within approved resources for the biennium 2014-2015. Nevertheless, the 
Secretary-General indicates that the magnitude of additional requirements resulting from new 
and expanded mandates does not allow for full absorption. 

6. In its earlier report on the contingency fund, the Committee noted that the projected 
over-expenditure compared with the established level for the contingency fund for 2012-2013 
did not appear to constitute a long-term trend. Instead, it appeared to reflect an exceptionally 
high level of legislative activity for the period (A/67/650).  

7. In its consideration of the Secretary-General’s current proposals, the Committee notes 
that the potential charges to the contingency fund for the biennium 2014-2015 once again 
exceed the available balance of the fund. As indicated previously, the potential new charges to 
the fund exceed its remaining balance by $11,586,100.  

8. The Advisory Committee reiterates its view that the contingency fund is an essential 
budgetary instrument for addressing additional resource requirements, emphasizing the need 
to adhere to the provisions of General Assembly resolutions 41/213 and 42/211 on its use (see 
A/66/7/Add.23, A/67/650 and A/68/7/Add.22). 

9. With reference to the Secretary-General’s request in paragraph 7 of his report 
(A/C.5/69/16), the General Assembly may wish to consider the potential charges related to 
new and expanded mandates against the contingency fund for the biennium 2014-2015 and 
accordingly offer appropriate guidance to the Secretary-General. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman 


